
Municipality Baseline Inventory Yr % Reduction/Target Year Plan Draft Time
Annapolis, MD 2006 25% by 2012; 50% by 2020 6 months
Bedford, NY 2004 20% by 2020 2 years

Berkeley, CA 2005
33% below 2000 lvl by by 2020; 
80% by 2050 approx 1 year

Evanston, IL 2005 15% by 2020 6 months
Greenburgh, NY 2008 12% by 2012; 20% by 2020
San Carlos, CA 2005 15% by 2020; 35% by 2030  
Menlo Park, CA 2005 15% by 2020 2 years
Westchester County, NY 2005 20% by 2015; 80% by 2050 approx 1 year 



Review of Global Warming Action Plans - Waste Measures

Measure Type Annapolis, MD Bedford, NY Berkeley,CA Evanston, IL Greenburgh, NY Menlo Park, CA San Carlos, CA Westchester County, NY
Summary - Potential Ossining 
Measures (Waste)

Commercial Waste Management
• Create commercial recycling 
ordinance      • Increase commercial recycling

• Conduct outreach on best practices in waste management 
to businesses and homeowners

• Increase recycling outreach, especially to 
businesses

• Restaurants should be encouraged to 
donate or compost food waste if they are not 
already doing so. 

• Create commercial recycling 
ordinance 

• Create commercial 
recycling ordinance • Explore commercial recycling incentives 

• Establish a Green Business 
Program;                                               
• Partner with Chamber of 
Commerce for training sessions for 
commercial landlords and tenants 
on composting;                                                                    
• Outreach to local businesses to 
encourage them to offer customer 
incentives for the use of reusable 
bags

Household Waste Management

• Reduce trash pickup to once 
per week;                                                               
• Undertake a "pay as you 
throw" trash reduction initiative;                                             
• Establish a home composting 
program  

• Undertake a "Pay as you throw" trash 
reduction initiative;                                                                                                         
• Establish a home composting program 
and investigate creation of Town 
composting facility

• Conduct a household waste audit;                                             
• Increase outreach to households on composting;                      
• Provide incentives for the creation of on-site composting 
at multi-family buildings;                                                                     
• Work with landlords to organize tenant trainings on 
recycling & waste reduction;                                                                          
• Investigate the possibility of city purchasing reusable bags 
and making them available for very low cost/free from city

• Investigate a tax or ban on plastic bags 
and single use plastic bottles

• Encourage use of reusable shopping bags;                                                                        
• Conduct a public awareness campaign on 
the effects of plastic bags on wildlife;                                                                
• Create a municipal composting policy and 
an educational program on composting;  

• Undertake a "Zero Waste" 
initiative to divert as close to 
100% of material from landfill 
as possible;                                       
• Create home composting 
program 

• Increase outreach to 
residents of multi-family 
properties to increase 
recycling rates

• Establish a "recycling & waste reduction 
challenge" for households;                                           
• Explore a "pay as you throw" waste 
initiative;                                                                                             
• Conduct household waste audits to 
gather further information & ensure 
compliance with Source Separation Law;                                                                    
• Consider prohibition of plastic utensils 
and bottles; conduct education & 
outreach on best practices

• Create a home composting 
training program, working with 
homeowners as well as landlords 
and tenants at multifamily 
buildings;                                                                              
• Conduct a household waste 
survey;                                                                                                      
• Conduct public awareness 
outreach on the effects of plastic 
bags on wildlife;                                                               
• Establish a household recycling & 
waste reduction challenge   

Public Spaces & Events

• Require mandatory recycling at 
all public events; increase # of 
recycling containers at public 
locations

• Enact a "Zero Waste" goal for all public 
events

• Require a recycling plan for all public events that require a 
permit;                                                                                                           
• Prepare a recycling guide for event organizers;                                                                       
• Increase number of recycling receptacles in  commercial 
corridors

• Support efforts to increase recycling at 
public places & events • Increase recycling in public spaces

• Add recycling containers to 
public parks & other facilities

• Require submission of a 
waste management plan 
when submitting permit for 
public events, such as street 
fairs

• Prepare a recycling guide for 
event organizers that they would be 
given when obtaining an event 
permit

Construction Practices

• Encourage "deconstruction" 
and salvage for derelict 
structures instead of demolition

• Encourage "deconstruction" and salvage 
for derelict structures instead of demolition

• Encourage "deconstruction" and salvage for derelict 
structures instead of demolition

• Encourage "deconstruction" and salvage 
for derelict structures instead of 
demolition;                                                                                       
• Establish a city-wide recycling rate for all 
construction & demolition projects

• Develop a Sustainable Building Recycling 
Program 

• Strengthen existing 
construction & demolition 
ordinance

• Increase construction and 
demolition diversion rate to 
60%

• Establish standards for % of material to 
be recycled in construction and 
demolition projects

• Create Construction & Demolition 
Best Practices Guide for contractors 
and make available at Building 
Department. 



Review of Global Warming Action Plans - Transportation Measures

Measure Type Annapolis, MD Bedford, NY Berkeley,CA Evanston, IL Greenburgh, NY Menlo Park, CA San Carlos, CA Westchester County, NY
Summary - Potential Ossining Measures 
(Transportation)

Public Transit
• Promote use of public transportation, carpooling, 
and vanpooling

• Support efforts to improve public transit 
connections

• Conduct outreach on availability of public 
transit alternatives available to residents; 

• Support any future expansions of public 
transportation in the region via outreach to 
WCDOT and MTA

Alternative Transportation

• Undertake a Safe Routes To 
School initiative;                              
• Promote walking & biking;                                          
• Promote bike/walk to work 
day;                             

• Promote walking & biking;                                                                                                                    
• Improve bicycle rack access;                                                                                          
• Undertake a Safe Routes To School initiative

• Promote walking & biking;                                                                  
• Enhance bicycle and pedestrian safety outreach for 
drivers, cyclists, and pedestrians;                                                                
• Improve bicycle rack access;                                                                   
• Undertake a Safe Routes to School initiative;                                                         
• Promote bike/walk to work day;

• Encourage business to alternative 
commuting measures in order to reduce 
number of single occupancy vehicles;                                                                          
• Encourage residents and employers to 
participate in ride sharing programs;                                   
• Designate safe walking & biking routes in the 
community and create online surveys on 
biking/walking;                                                        

• Increase bicycle-friendliness 
and promote bicycle use Town-
wide;                                                

• Encourage business to implemenet 
flextime and ridesharing policies

• Promote walking & biking;                            
• Promote ride sharing programs;                 
• Designate safe corridors for bike/ped 
travel and create maps for users of public 
transit

• Promote walking & biking;                                         
• Outreach on carpooling & vanpooling 
options

• Work with Ossining UFSD to create a Safe 
Routes to School plan that can be implemented 
when funds become available again;                                                                                         
• Create Village bicycle-pedestrian webpage with 
maps of optimal routes to destinations in 
Ossining, along with social, environmental, 
economic, and health benefits of biking/walking;                                                                     
• Conduct an annual Village & Town-wide "Car 
Free" or "Bike to Work" day; 

Motor Vehicle Best 
Practices

• Discourage habitual single-
occupancy vehicle usage;                                          
• Undertake an anti-idling 
campaign

• Promote NuRide ride share program; Investigate 
the establishment of a car-share program in the 
Town via outreach to ZipCar or similar service;                                                                        
• Conduct an anti-idling campaign • Promote car-sharing program • Increase anti-idling outreach

• Town should become a 
sponsor of NuRide ride sharing 
program • Public outreach program on idling 

• Conduct anti-idling campaign;                         
• Encourage local business to become 
sponsors of NuRide ride sharing program

• Conduct public outreach program on idling;                                                                          
• Encourage Village/Town government and local 
businesses to become sponsors of NuRide or 
similar carpooling program; 



Review of Global Warming Action Plans - Energy Measures

Measure Type Annapolis, MD Bedford, NY Berkeley,CA Evanston, IL Greenburgh, NY Menlo Park, CA San Carlos, CA Westchester County, NY Summary - Potential Ossining Measures (Energy)

Household Energy 
Efficiency

• Create webpage offering 
links to home energy 
efficiency information & 
resources; 

• Energy efficiency outreach & technical 
assistance workshops for homeowners

•Undertake a campaign to reduce amount of 
energy wasted by local institutions and 
businesses                                                                                                      
• Identify and catalog existing energy-efficiency 
initiatives in the community and create website 
to showcase

• Develop & maintain a community guide for energy efficiency, 
renewable energy, and green building grants, as well as technical 
expertise, grants, and tax incentives.                                                                               
• Launch community awareness campaign targeting home 
energy usage;                                                                                             
• Connect residents to free/low cost energy audit providers;                                                                                                  
• Conduct free workshops on home energy use reduction

• Perform household energy audits;                                                        
• Encourage behavior changes to 
reduce home GHG footprint ;                                              
• Make residents aware of various 
home energy efficiency grant 
programs

• Develop an online household energy survey and use results to 
encourage behavior changes to reduce household carbon 
footprint;                                                                                                                
• Add online resources to website to make residents aware of 
various home energy efficiency grant programs and home 
weatherization programs and to connect residents to free/low cost 
energy audit providers                                                                                                                   
• Present case studies of successful energy-related projects in the 
community;                                                                                                             
• Partner with Con Ed, NYPA, or other organization to put on local 
workshops on home energy usage reduction

Commercial Energy 
Efficiency

• Energy efficiency outreach & technical 
assistance workshops for local businesses

• Encourage local businesses to participate in utility programs 
that allow the user to monitor their energy use;                                                                                          
• Educate business owners on availability of commercial energy 
usage reduction incentive programs;                                                                               
• Launch community awareness campaign to promote use of 
programmable thermostats as an energy-saving feature

• Encourage local businesses to participate in utility programs that 
allow the user to monitor their energy use;                                                                                                   
• Educate business owners on availability of commercial energy 
usage reduction incentive programs;                                                                                      
• Launch community awareness campaign to promote use of 
programmable thermostats as an energy-saving feature

Other Measures

• Create a mascot and logo for the "Greening Greenburgh" 
campaign;                                                                                                                      
• Create education modules that can be tailored to various 
segments of the community;                                                             
• Create an "environmental success stories" section on Town 
website featuring case studies of efforts that residents have 
undertaken, highlighting common problems and their 
solutions; 

• Create  education modules that 
can be tailored to various 
segments of the community;                                
• Conduct press releases at 
regular intervals;  

• Create a "Green Ossining" logo and mascot;                                               
• Create energy efficiency public education modules that can be 
tailored to various segments of the community;                                                                                   
• Create an "environmental success stories" section on Green 
Ossining website featuring case studies and press releases focusing 
on Green efforts that residents have undertaken



Review of Global Warming Action Plans - Water Resources Measures

Measure Type Annapolis, MD Bedford, NY Berkeley,CA Evanston, IL Greenburgh, NY Menlo Park, CA San Carlos, CA Westchester County, NY
Summary - Potential Ossining 
Measures (Water Resources)

Household Water Conservation

• Evaluate and promote water conservation 
technology and measures for residents; 
Conduct workshops for residents and 
landscapers; 

• Encourage water recycling and 
greywater reuse; 

• Education & Outreach for homeowners 
on water conservation measures

• Education & Outreach for 
homeowners on water conservation 
measures

• Education & Outreach for 
homeowners on water 
conservation measures

• Create a household campaign to 
save water                                                                                
• Create online catalog of best 
practices in water conservation             
• Conduct outreach specifically 
targeting businesses

•  Add water conservation 
information to Village Environmental 
Site and to Town website 

Commercial Water Conservation

• Conduct water conservation 
outreach specifically targeting small 
business tenants;  

•  Conduct water conservation 
outreach specifically targeting small 
business tenants                                                  
•  Add water conservation 
information to Village Environmental 
Site and to Town website 

Stormwater Management
• Outreach to residents on best practices 
in Stormwater Management

• Encourage planting of trees; educational 
outreach to public on tree ordinance and best 
practices in landscaping; 

• Establish standards and guidelines 
for sustainable landscaping practices 
for homeowners and landscapers

• Encourage Stormwater BMPs for 
residents and businesses. 

• Encourage Stormwater BMPs for 
residents and businesses. 

• Education & Outreach on 
stormwater issues to public; Create 
online catalog of best practices In 
stormwater management 

•  Add additional information to 
current Stormwater Management 
page on Village website and put 
information on Town website
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